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an operator may not serve or be re-
quired to serve—

(a) For more than 10 consecutive
hours; or

(b) For more than 10 hours during a
period of 24 consecutive hours, unless
he has had a rest period of at least 8
hours at or before the end of the 10
hours of duty.

§ 65.49 General operating rules.

(a) Except for a person employed by
the FAA or employed by, or on active
duty with, the Department of the Air
Force, Army, or Navy, or the Coast
Guard, no person may act as an air
traffic control tower operator under a
certificate issued to him or her under
this part unless he or she has in his or
her personal possession an appropriate
current medical certificate issued
under part 67 of this chapter.

(b) Each person holding an air traffic
control tower operator certificate shall
keep it readily available when perform-
ing duties in an air traffic control
tower, and shall present that certifi-
cate or his medical certificate or both
for inspection upon the request of the
Administrator or an authorized rep-
resentative of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, or of any Federal,
State, or local law enforcement officer.

(c) A certificated air traffic control
tower operator who does not hold a fa-
cility rating for a particular control
tower may not act at any operating po-
sition at the control tower concerned
unless there is maintained at that con-
trol tower, readily available to persons
named in paragraph (b) of this section,
a current record of the operating posi-
tions at which he has qualified.

(d) An air traffic control tower opera-
tor may not perform duties under his
certificate during any period of known
physical deficiency that would make
him unable to meet the physical re-
quirements for his current medical cer-
tificate. However, if the deficiency is
temporary, he may perform duties that
are not affected by it whenever another
certificated and qualified operator is
present and on duty.

(e) A certificated air traffic control
tower operator may not control air
traffic with equipment that the Admin-
istrator has found to be inadequate.

(f) The holder of an air traffic control
tower operator certificate, or an appli-
cant for one, shall, upon the reasonable
request of the Administrator, cooper-
ate fully in any test that is made of
him.

[Doc. No. 1179, 27 FR 7973, Aug. 10, 1962, as
amended by Amdt. 65–31, 52 FR 17519, May 8,
1987]

§ 65.50 Currency requirements.

The holder of an air traffic control
tower operator certificate may not per-
form any duties under that certificate
unless—

(a) He has served for at least three of
the preceding 6 months as an air traffic
control tower operator at the control
tower to which his facility rating ap-
plies, or at the operating positions for
which he has qualified; or

(b) He has shown that he meets the
requirements for his certificate and fa-
cility rating at the control tower con-
cerned, or for operating at positions for
which he has previously qualified.

Subpart C—Aircraft Dispatchers

§ 65.51 Certificate required.

(a) No person may serve as an air-
craft dispatcher (exercising respon-
sibility with the pilot in command in
the operational control of a flight) in
connection with any civil aircraft in
air commerce unless he has in his per-
sonal possession a current aircraft dis-
patcher certificate issued under this
subpart.

(b) Each person who holds an aircraft
dispatcher certificate shall present it
for inspection upon the request of the
Administrator or an authorized rep-
resentative of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, or of any Federal,
State, or local law enforcement officer.

[Doc. No. 1179, 27 FR 7973, Aug. 10, 1962, as
amended by Amdt. 65–9, 31 FR 13524, Oct. 20,
1966; 32 FR 5769, Apr. 11, 1967]

§ 65.53 Eligibility requirements: Gen-
eral.

To be eligible for an aircraft dis-
patcher certificate, a person must—

(a) Be at least 23 years of age;
(b) Be able to read, speak, and under-

stand the English language, or have an

VerDate 03<MAR>99 14:18 Mar 11, 1999 Jkt 183041 PO 00000 Frm 00118 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183041T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 183041T



123

Federal Aviation Administration, DOT § 65.59

appropriate limitation placed on his
certificate;

(c) Comply with §§ 65.55, 65.57, and
65.59.

§ 65.55 Knowledge requirements.
(a) An applicant for an aircraft dis-

patcher certificate must pass a written
test on—

(1) The regulations of this chapter
that apply to the duties of an aircraft
dispatcher;

(2) The general system of collecting
and disseminating weather informa-
tion;

(3) Interpreting aviation weather re-
ports, including abbreviations and
symbols, as prescribed in ‘‘National
Weather Service Federal Meteorologi-
cal Handbook No. 1,’’ as amended;

(4) The fundamentals of meteorology
as applied to aircraft operations, par-
ticularly as to—

(i) Surface and upper air weather
maps and general characteristics of air
masses, pressure systems, and frontal
systems, including their symbols and
nomenclature;

(ii) Cloud forms and their signifi-
cance; and

(iii) Icing, turbulence, thunder-
storms, fog and low ceilings, winds
aloft, pressure pattern flying, the influ-
ence of terrain on meteorological con-
ditions, and general principles of fore-
casting and analysis;

(5) Principles of aircraft navigation
with particular respect to instrument
operation and procedures;

(6) Communications facilities and
procedures;

(7) Air navigation facilities and pro-
cedures; and

(8) Air traffic control procedures.
(b) A report of the test is sent to the

applicant. A passing grade is evidence,
for a period of 24 months after the date
the test is given, that the applicant has
complied with this section.

[Doc. No. 1179, 27 FR 7973, Aug. 10, 1962, as
amended by Amdt. 65–18, 36 FR 13911, July 28,
1971]

§ 65.57 Experience requirements.
An applicant for an aircraft dis-

patcher certificate must present docu-
mentary evidence satisfactory to the
Administrator that he has the experi-

ence prescribed in any one of the fol-
lowing paragraphs:

(a) A total of at least 2 of the 3 years
before the date he applies, in scheduled
air carrier operations, scheduled mili-
tary aviation operations, or any other
aircraft operations that the Adminis-
trator finds provides equivalent experi-
ence—

(1) As a pilot member of a flight
crew;

(2) As a flight radio operator or
ground radio operator;

(3) As a flight navigator;
(4) As a meteorologist;
(5) Performing the duties of an air-

craft dispatcher or his assistant; or
(6) Performing other duties that the

Administrator finds provide equivalent
experience.

(b) A total of at least 2 of the 3 years
before the date he applies, as an air
route traffic controller or a certifi-
cated air-traffic control-tower opera-
tor.

(c) A total of at least 1 of the 2 years
before the date he applies, as an assist-
ant in dispatching scheduled air carrier
aircraft performing the duties of an
aircraft dispatcher under the direct su-
pervision of a certificated dispatcher.

(d) Within 90 days before the date he
applies, successful completion of a
course of instruction approved by the
Administrator as adequate for the
training of an aircraft dispatcher.
An applicant is entitled to credit any
combination of experience in para-
graph (a), or paragraphs (a) and (b), of
this section, if the aggregate of that
experience is at least 2 years.

§ 65.59 Skill requirements.
An applicant for an aircraft dis-

patcher certificate must pass a prac-
tical test—

(a) With respect to any one type of
large aircraft used in air carrier oper-
ations, on—

(1) Weight and balance limitations;
(2) Performance operating limita-

tions;
(3) Using cruise control charts;
(4) Fuel and oil capacities and rates

of consumption; and
(5) Using the operations manual;
(b) On the characteristics of air

routes and airports with particular ref-
erence to—
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